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Henry TIL, by the compact of Nemours (July), agreed to all
the demands of the League, and the country was plunged into
its last great war of religion. Elizabeth had thus lost the
French alliance, Spain's attitude was threatening, the fate of
the Netherlands hung in the balance. The Dutch alliance
alone remained, and the Dutch desired to be united to the
English Crown and definitely offered Elizabeth the sovereignty
of the United Provinces. But Elizabeth refused at first to
take any decisive action. She hoped that Philip would, oven
now, consent to make adequate concessions to the Dutch, and
so render unnecessary the English intervention. She made,
however, a treaty with the Dutch in 1585, but at the same
time entered upon peace negotiations with Parma, which con-
tinued till 15S8. While Drake was plundering Vigo and the
West Indies, Leicester was sent, at the beginning of 1380, to
the assistance of the Dutch, and received the powers and title
of Governor-General Though Elizabeth still hoped to induce
Philip to agree to a compromise, her open intervention in the
Netherlands, coupled with Drake's plundering expedition,
destroyed all chance of peace with Spain. Philip's policy was
to put down the Dutch rebellion, to neutralise Franco, and
then to conquer England. Franco was, indeed, neutraliaed,
but though Parma had taken Antwerp, though Leicester's
expedition effected little, and though the battle of JKutphen,
which, resulted in the death of Sir Philip Sidney, was followed
by the capture of Jiutphen by the Spanish general, Philip
determined, in view of the power of the English at sea, to
defer the suppression of the Dutch rebellion till after the
invasion of England

In England the discovery of Babingtoti'fi plot to asnassinato
Elizabeth brought home to all Kngltehmori
the danger in which the Queon Blood The
plot had the support of Mondoaa, now in
Paris, and the invasion of England by Parma was expected.
Mary Stuart was impUwtal,.<Uid in deference to tho opinion
of Elizabeth's acMaor**, the Sqotti&h Queon v?&& eacecufoxl on
February 8th, 1#87. Her execution reduood the munbor of
JEHflfrbeth'a enemies at hon>& Tha majority of the Catholics
ceased to work for the reflation of Hfcus old religion, and
though a small Jesuitical faction might Ktill desire to woo
Philip king of England, tho <&fch0Jw, a* > l>ody rallied round